Teen-age girl found slain 
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The body of a McClymonds 
High School honor student was 
found today in a West Oakland 
parking lot. 

The girl, Ameenarff Scott, ifi, 
appeared to have been fatally 
stabbed, police said. 

Her body was found just be¬ 
fore 8 a.m. in a parking lot be¬ 
tween Lowell Middle School and 
Lowell Park. 

Scott, the oldest of four chil¬ 


dren and a junior at McCly¬ 
monds, lived in the nearby Acorn 
housing project, according to po¬ 
lice. 

Homicide Sgt. Jim Hahn said 
the teen-ager was last seen about 
8 p.m. Wednesday walking to¬ 
ward her home. Investigators do 
not have any motive for the kill¬ 
ing, Hahn said. 

It was Oakland’s 130th homi¬ 
cide of 1981. 



Mystery murder victim 
was quiet, studious girl 
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Ameenah assured her mother not 
TcTworry - about her, she was just 
going for a walk and no harm 
would come to her- 


•‘She said, ‘Vou worry about 
me too much. I know everyone 
around here. No one will hurt 
me,’ ” Mrs. Scc/tt recalled. 

Ameenah never returned. 

The next day, the morning of 
Christmas Eve, Ameenah Scott s 
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An /honor student a* McCly- 
monds High School/Ameenah 
Scott was particularly interested 
in mathematics ar>d had plans to 
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go into computer sciences. 

“I got her a big college math 
book for Christmas,” Mrs. Scott 
said. 

Ameenah Scott, or “Meenah 
as she was called by friends, was 
also fearless. 

“She never believed that any¬ 
thing could harm her. She be¬ 
lieved that she would live forev¬ 
er. She wasn’t afraid of any¬ 
thing," her mother said. 

“The funny thing is that we 
moved out here from New York 
City seven years ago to get away 
from the crime," Mrs. Scott con¬ 
tinued. “We thought we were 
running away from it when we 
came here and we ran right into 
it.” 

Mrs. Scott was calm as she 
talked about her daughter s life 
and death. She and her husband, 
David, a bus driver for AC Tran¬ 
sit, and their three other chil¬ 
dren, ages 15, 13 and 9, live in 
West Oakland. 

The night Ameenah Scott dis¬ 
appeared, she, her best girlfriend 
and her younger sister were all 
at home talking and wrapping 
Christmas gifts with her mother. 
Ameenah had just returned from 


having her braces removed by 
the orthodontist. 

“We were all here,” said Mrs. 
Scott, drinking a cup of herbal 
tea. “Her friend went home, and 
then about 8:30 p.m. Meenah said 
she was going out for a walk. I 
asked her where she was going, 
who she was going with. You 
know how teen-agers are, she 
told me not to worry, she knew 
everyone in the neighborhood and 
no one would hurt her.” 

From there the story is shroud¬ 
ed in mystery. About two hours 
later Ameenah called her mother 
and said she was at her girl- 
friend’s house and asked permis¬ 
sion to stay a few more minutes. 
According to her mother, she 
sounded normal. 

Later Mrs. Scott discovered 
that she never went to her 
friend’s house. 

“That was so uncharacteristic 
of Meenah,” Mrs. Scott said. 

According to the police esti¬ 
mate, she was killed sometime 
between that telephone call and 
midnight. 

The police investigation contin¬ 
ues. Although investigators have 
some leads, Sgt. James Hahn said 
they are still trying to determine 


he motive for the slaying. The 
suits of a test that will indicate 
hether the teen-ager was sex- 
ally assaulted are still pending. 

; Mrs. Scott interupts the inter- 
|iew to talk to one of her chil- 
.en. 

|“I know how you feel, honey. 
[S hard for all of us. Death af- 
ets everyone differently. But I 
nt you to calm yourself now. 
very important, very impor- 
jit that we all do that now.” 
ettling back in her seat, she 
narked on how difficult it is 


for the family to accept Ameen- 
ah’s death. 

“I can’t even think of my own 
sadness. I have to keep everyone 
else together,” she said. 

Each of the Scott children has 
an Arabic name. 

“We named them for what 
they meant to us,” Mrs. Scott ex¬ 
plained. Ameenah means “most 
precious” and her middle name, 
Nafeesah, means “most valua¬ 
ble.’ 


“I never had any problems 
with Meenah. She liked to stay in j 


Jhe house most of the time, 
patching T.V. or reading. She 
Semed to like being at home by 
.erself,” Mrs. Scott said, occa- 
lionally using the present tense 
.when referring to her daughter. 
P‘She liked animals and she loved 
nakes. She had a snake and two 
nynah birds. At one time she 
Ranted to be a vet. And she was 
deeply into God. She believed 
God is within each of us; that’s 
pur family belief. She had the 
ord’s Prayer and religious songs 
osted right near her bed.” 









Oakland police seek 
honor student's killer 


By Lloyd Boles 

Tribune Staff Writer 


DEC 2 5 1981 


Two Oakland police homicide in¬ 
vestigators, outraged at the senseless 
slaying of McClymonds High School 
honor student _A meen ah CSciolC- 
worked through most of Christmas 
Eve trying to find her killer. 

“There’s no reason for /it, just no 
reason,” Sgt. Ban Mjbrray/said. 

Murray and partner/ Sgt. James 
Hahn left their fajfrUWfestivities to 
talk to people, aqd thjNiight’s work 
produced some ltfads*7 

“There’s no/drugsknd no bad 
friends here,” Murr^fy said. 

“We’re dealing with a really nice 
girl, the daughter of fine parents, an 
honor student. 

“There’s no sense to it.” 

Ameenah, 16, friendly and outgo¬ 
ing, went to visit neighbors near her 
10th Street home about 10:30 p.m. 
Wednesday. 


Her body was found in the park¬ 
ing lot between Lowell Middle School 
and Lowell Park at 8 a.m. Thursday. 

She had been stabbed several 
times, Murray said, and there are 
indications she fought for her life. 

A medical examination will dis¬ 
close whether she was sexually as¬ 
saulted. • * 

Ameenah was a junior at McCly¬ 
monds, the oldest child in her family. 
She had two sisters and a brother; 

Her parents, David and Mercedes 
Scott, were unable to discuss.tJie 
tragedy. . . 7 

Scott is an AC Transit bus driver. 
Ameenah is the city’s 130th homi¬ 
cide victim of 1981. ^ t 

She weighed 80 pounds and. was 4 
feet 8 inches tall. . ;; 

She was alert, vibrant and friend¬ 
ly, her friends said Thursday, and her 
eyes sparkled with the innocencejOf 
youth. , v u 

She trusted people, too, they said. 




Ameenah^Scott^fi, left her home in West 
OarttlSnd lasSbeer^ at about 8:30 p.m., telling 
her mother she was going for a walk. 

He mother recalled later that when she told 
her daughter to be careful, Ameenah replied. 
You worry about me too much. I know every¬ 
one around here. No one will hurt me.’ ” 

But someone did hurt her. Ameenah never 
returned from the walk. Her body was found 
the next day in the parking lot between Lowell 
Middle School and Lowell Park. She had been 
stabbed to death. 

Police had no motives and no leads then, 
and they still don’t. The case remains open, but 
there are no suspects. 

A quiet, friendly honor student at McCly- 
monds High School, Ameenah was described by 
her mother as a sensitive, religious young 
woman who was essentially fearless. 

‘ She believed she would live forever,” 
Mercedes Scott recalled in an interview about 
a week after the slaying. “She wasn’t afraid of 
anything.” 

The homicide investigators in the case, Sgt. 
Hahn and Sgt. Dan Murray, worked through the 
Christmas holiday to try to solve the murder, 
but came up dry. 

“There’s no drugs and no bad friends here,” 
Murray said. “We re dealing with a really nice 
girl, the daughter of fine parents, an honor 
student. 

“There’s no sense to it.” 



Diploma awarded in 
dead teen’s honor 

I W v tm. 
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Ameeneh Nafeesah Roshi- 

m"a“^ott'i) high s«HB5rdi- 

'plomaf was awarded to her 
mother Tuesday at McCly- 
monds High School s 1983 
graduation. It was to honor 
the memory of a young 
scholar whose promise was 
cut short by a senseless mur¬ 
der in 1981. 

An honors student who had 
been taking college courses 
on the side since junior high. 


Ameeneh Scott was ranked 
among the top five in her 
class when she died. Her 165 
classmates — who received 
their degrees Tuesday — 
voted unanimously to award 
the honorary diploma to her 
mother* Mercedes Scott. 

“She \yas very close to all 
of us,” sehior class counselor 
Johnny Lorigo told the grad¬ 
uates. “She w^as the epitome 
of a McClymo^ds student — 
determined, em^getic, kind- 
See DIPLOMA^age B-6 
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tenure. 

Mrs. Scott, whose green eyes 
grew misty when asked what the di¬ 
ploma meant to her, said, This 
shows that people do recognize her 
value, because she was very dedicat¬ 
ed to her schoolwork. She had been 
taking courses in the summer at Cal 
State in Hayward since the seventh 
grade, and she worked very hard at 
it.” 

Lorigo said he proposed the hon¬ 
orary diploma and got unanimous 
approval from senior class students. 
Mrs. Scott agreed to receive the di¬ 
ploma on her daughter’s behalf, but 
her husband was unable to attend. 

“He wasn’t for the idea at all, 


Lowell Park. 

Her last words to her mother 
were, “Don’t worry. Nobody would 
hurt me.” 

“There still are no definite leads 
in the case,” Mrs. Scott said Tuesday. 
She invited the homicide investiga¬ 
tor, Sgt. Jim Hahn, to attend the 
ceremony. Hahn and other officers 
became personally involved in the 
case because of what they called the 
“senselessness” of the killing, and 
they worked through the holidays in 
1981 searching for witnesses. 

A reward fund is still open in the 
victim’s name at American Savings 
in Oakland. 







